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Briefing note  

Introduction 

During discussions at the Short Life Working group on Political Management 

Arrangements held on 22 December 2022 members acknowledged the unique nature 

of Argyll and Bute, specifically the importance of the rural economy and its economic 

development. While the Environment, Development and Infrastructure Committee has 

responsibility for these areas it was felt that there would be value in developing 

enhanced arrangements to consider more rural issues. 

This short briefing note outlines the arrangements that other Authorities have in place 

to consider rural issues.  

Highland (LINK) 

All 7 Strategic Committees have responsibility to ‘consider the impact of decisions on 

communities, specifically taking into consideration the issues of equality, poverty and 
rurality.’ 

Western Isles (LINK) 

The Sustainable Development Committee has the responsibility for the conservation and 

enhancement of the countryside and the provision of amenities and facilities within the 

countryside and the conservation of the fauna and flora of the area and the the promotion of 

the general industrial, commercial, environmental, fishing and crofting development of the 
area. 

Western Isles also have a Fisheries and Crofting Joint Consultative Committees which are 

tasked with advising the Council in its consideration of all matters pertaining to the 

conservation and development of the fishing and crofting industries.  

Aberdeenshire Council (LINK) 

No specific reference to ‘rural economy’ but has a Sustainability Committee which promotes 

awareness of the need for sustainability within the Council and wider community of 

Aberdeenshire. 

Dumfries and Galloway Council (LINK) 

No specific reference to ‘rural economy’ but has Economy and Resources Committee that 

acts as the reporting Committee for People and Transformation, Economy and 
Development, and the Assessor and Electoral Registration.  

Scottish Borders Council (LINK) 

Executive committee has responsibility for providing strategic leadership and vision for 

Economic Development, developing and overseeing the delivery of economic development 
plans. No specific reference to ‘rural economy’. 

South Ayrshire Council (LINK) 

file:///C:/Users/mcleanstu/Downloads/scheme_delegation_210326_v2.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/7975/schemeofadministration.pdf
http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/c8044f6f-e327-499f-bbc7-94ae9d699559/resource/8d829bb9-95e7-4c83-bc0b-63b76bcba159/download/list-of-committee-powers.pdf
https://dumfriesgalloway.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s35875/SchemeofAdministrationandDelegationtoCommittees161221.pdf
https://scottishborders.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s45972/Item%20No.%2016%20-%20Appendix%20-%20Scheme%20of%20Administration%20-Approved%20Council%20-%2028%20September%202017%20proposed%20am.pdf
https://south-ayrshire.gov.uk/media/2823/Scheme-of-Delegation/pdf/schemeofdelegation.pdf?m=637686865463070000


Seven members of the Leadership Panel from the Administration parties have been 

allocated a special area of responsibility (Portfolio), of which Economy and Culture Portfolio 
is one. No specific reference to ‘rural economy’. 

South Lanarkshire (LINK) 

Has a Rural Task Force, which has the responsibility for, among other things, to: 

- identify and drive forward new rural development initiatives as part of an agreed 4 
year Rural Task Force (RTF) Action Plan in support of the recently approved SLRP 
rural strategy. 

- undertake regular reviews of the distinctive economic, environmental, cultural and 
other needs of rural South Lanarkshire. 

- advise the Executive Committee of any special measures which may be necessary or 
desirable to meet such needs and to promote the interests of rural communities. 
 

Perth and Kinross (LINK) 

Strategic Policy and Resources Committee exercises the functions of the Council in relation 

to economic development, no other reference to ‘rural economy’. 

https://southlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/southlanarkshire/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=4dW3d43hazbRNpS5%2b5AtIw%2b0ad9gGVggi0OpLiVN08TiFSiHExEsqA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/29275/Scheme-of-Administration/pdf/Scheme_of_Administration_(January_2021).pdf?m=637459631549630000

